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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION FEDERN,
Washington, D.C. 20554 OFHGEWMWIW

In the Matter of )

)
Federal-State Joint Board on ) CC Docket No. 96-45
Universal Service )

)

)
Forward-Looking Mechanism ) CC Docket No. 97-160
For High Support for ) T
Non-Rural LECs )

REQUEST FOR EXTENSION
BY

ALIANT COMMUNICATIONS CO.

Aliant Communications Co. (“Aliant”), by its attorneys, respectfully submits a request for
an extension of the data request deadline in the above-referenced proceeding. Aliant has an
operating territory in the 958 LATA, which lies primarily in southeastern Nebraska with a few
subscribers in Kansas and Iowa. Aliant is a non-rural Tier I carrier with over 200,000 access
lines in service.

The Federal Communications Commission (“Commission”) has ordered revenue
information from non-rural local exchange carriers and holding companies to assist in the
consideration and development of a revenue benchmark. This request consists of Chart 1,
seeking data for a January 1996 through June 1998 time period, and Charts 2 — 5, seeking data

for July 1998.
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Aliant has reviewed the data request and believes it can file Charts 4 and 5 on October 6,
1998, the filing deadline the Commission established. Availability of data for Charts 2 and 3 is
still being investigated at this time.

Chart 1, however, presents a problem for Aliant. This chart asks for 30 months of
historical data beginning with January 1996. Aliant has never had a need to maintain the data
necessary to complete this chart in any type of database; therefore, it must process archived
computer billing tapes to obtain the data. This entails processing over 400 computer billing
tapes. For Aliant, this constitutes a major commitment in manpower and hardware resources.

Aliant does not have the resources available to process this number of tapes and complete
Chart 1 by October 6, 1998. Aliant cannot process this number of ’tapes and commit the
necessary manpower to this project without interrupting normal day-to-day operations, including
customer service processing, billing cycles, accounting processes, dialing parity, local number
portability and CPNI projects, state-ordered regulatory projects, payroll, etc.

In order that it may provide the necessary data needed to complete Chart 1 of the
Revenue Benchmark Data Request, Aliant asks for a sixty-two day extension, to December 7,
1998, of the response deadline. This extension is for Chart 1 only. Aliant is diligently working
on Charts 4 through 5 and fully expects to file these charts on October 6. Availability of data for

Charts 2 and 3 is still being investigated.
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To enable it to complete Chart 1 with actual data, Aliant must know by September 16 if
the extension is granted. As a mid-size company, Aliant does not have the resources, either
manpower, software, or hardware, to complete Chart 1 by December 7 if it cannot begin the
process by September 16. Until then, Aliant’s resources are being utilized in obtaining the data
necessary for Charts 2 through 5. If an extension of the filing deadline to December 7 is not
granted by September 16, Aliant will not be able to provide accurate data by October 6.

For the foregoing reasons, Aliant requests grant of the extension of time discussed herein.

Respectfully submitted,

At Stustp—____
Robert A. Mazer

Albert Shuldiner

Vinson & Elkins, L.L.P.

1455 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004-1008

(202) 639-6500

Counsel for Aliant Communications Co.

Dated: September 8, 1998
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[ hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Request for Extension by Aliant

Communications Co. was sent by first-class mail, postage prepaid, this 8th day of September, 1998,

to each of the following:

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Harold Furchtgott-Roth
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

The Honorable Julia Johnson

State Chair, Chairman

Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd.

Gerald Gunter Building
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850

The Honorable Sharon L. Nelson

Chairman, Washington Utilities and
Transportation Commission

1300 South Evergreen Park Dr. S.W.

P.O. Box 47250

Olympia, WA 98504-7250

Chairman William E. Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Gloria Tristani

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 826
Washington, D.C. 20554

The Honorable David Baker
Commissioner

Georgia Public Service Commission
244 Washington Street, S.W.
Atlanta, GA 30334-5701

The Honorable Laska Schoenfelder
Commissioner g

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
State Capitol, 500 East Capitol] Street

Pierre, SD 57501-5070



Martha S. Hogerty

Missouri Office of Public Council
301 West High Street, Suite 250
P.O. Box 7800

Jefferson City, MO 65102

Deonne Bruning

Nebraska Public Service Commission
300 The Atrium, 1200 N Street,

P.O. Box 94927

Lincoln, NE 68509-4927

Bridget Duff

State Staff Chair

Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd.
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0866

Lori Kenyon

Alaska Public Utilities Commission
1016 West Sixth Avenue

Suite 400

Anchorage, AK 99501

Sandra Makeeff

Iowa Utilities Board

Lucas State Office Building
Des Moines, IA 50319

Thor Nelson

Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel
1580 Logan Street

Suite 610

Denver, CO 80203

Charles Bolle

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
State Capitol

500 East Capitol Street

Pierre, SD 57501-5070

Rowland Curry

Texas Public Utility Commission
1701 North Congress Avenue
P.O. Box 13326

Austin, TX 78701

Emily Hoffnar

Federal Communications Commission
Accounting Policy Division

Universal Service Branch

2100 M Street, N.W., Room 8617
Washington, D.C. 20554

Debra M. Kriete

Pennsylvania Public Utilities Commission
North Office Building, Room 110
Commonwealth and North Avenues

P.O. Box 3265

Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265

Philip F. McClelland
Pennsylvania Office of
Consumer Advocate
1425 Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Barry Payne

Indiana Office of the Consumer Counsel
100 North Senate Avenue

Room N501

Indianapolis, IN 46204-2208



Timothy Peterson

Deputy Division Chief

Federal Communications Commission
Accounting and Audits Division

2100 M Street, N.W., Room 8613
Washington, D.C. 20554

Brian Roberts

California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102

Tiane Sommer

Georgia Public Service Commission
244 Washington Street, S.W.
Atlanta, GA 30334-5701

International Transcription Service
1231 20th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

James B. Ramsay

National Association of Regulatory Utility

Commissioners

1100 Pennsylvania Ave., N.'W.
P.O. Box 684

Washington, D.C. 20044-0684

Kevin Schwenzfeier

NYS Dept of Public Service
3 Empire State Plaza
Albany, NY 12223

Sheryl Todd

Federal Communications Commission
Accounting Policy Division

Universal Service Branch

2100 M Street, N.W., Room 8611
Washington, D.C. 20554

Katie King

Common Carrier Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
2100 M Street, N.W., Room 8625
Washington, D.C. 20554




